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This case Wz;é brought to the attention of the OIG by the complainant

a graduate student (NNNNSIENENR The complainant alleged that the subject, IRy

a fellow graduate student <R misrepresented her ethnic
origin on her combined NSF Graduate and Minority Fellowship application. Specifically, the
complainant alleged that the subject had identified herself as Hispanic on the application,

- when in reality she had only European Spanish heritage through her mother or one or both of
her grandmothers.

' The subject was awarded an NSF Graduate Fellowshipdiifjjilis Her fellowship
application was reviewed. On Part One of the application, she had self-identified as

"Hispanic, other.” Information on racial and ethnic self-identification was obtained from the

National Science Foundation, The Office of Personnel Management, the Office of

Management and Budget, the Bureau of the Census, and the Department of Education. Each

office indicated that individuals of Spanish descent are considered "Hispanic, other."

- Therefore, the allegation has no substance because individuals of Spanish descent can

i correctly self-identify as Hispanic. '

There is no basis for an allegation of misconduct, and this case is closed.
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